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Welcome to the Title [ monthly calendar. This calendar is our way of keeping parents informed about the wonderful programs taking place throughout the city. Events are usually open only
to the parents/ students of the school in which they are held unless otherwise noted. If you are in doubt, contact the host school or organization for further information. We try to give as
much detail as possible but space is limited. You can also contact Debbie Bonilla, Family Liaison at the Title I Office: 617-349-6492 or by email: dbonilla@cpsd.us
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A

BN COUNT

CAMBRIDGE Every ten years the United States government is required to take a census. This is
mandated by the United States Constitution — an accurate count of every person
who resides in a household must be taken.

In mid-March, the US Census Bureau will send postcards to homes asking people to complete their US
Census forms online (Don’t confuse this with the Annual City of Cambridge Count that was recently
sent to residents.) You will be asked to go online and take a count of everyone living in your home on
April 1, 2020. This count includes grandparents, aunts, cousins —anyone that resides in your home on
that date. Don’t forget to count children as well! Research showed that the 2010 census missed more
than 2 million children —that was 10% of children under the age of five! (Annie E. Casey Foundation
2010 Census Analysis)

If children divide their time in more than one home count the location where they spend the most time.
Children residing temporarily in a home (and don’t have permanent housing) should be counted at the
address on April 1. Census Takers will work with shelters to identify and count residents.

The form takes about ten minutes to complete. You can also complete your US Census over the phone,
and information and language support are available in twelve languages in addition to English. Census
employees may also make personal home visits if you do not fill out your Census online or over the
phone. Census data never includes social security numbers and bank or credit card data.

The census will not ask you any questions about citizenship and under federal law, census data cannot
be shared with any other government agency (such as Homeland Security or Immigration and Customs
Enforcement), law enforcement agency (FBI) or landlords.

It's important that everyone participate in the census and counts for Cambridge. Census figures help
determine where over $675 billion is spent each year in states and communities. It determines how
many seats a state has in the U.S. House of Representatives. “For Cambridge, it is estimated that over
$2000 in federal funding per resident per year is allocated based on Census data.” In addition, funding
received by communities helps to provide resources for housing, food assistance, community centers,
hospitals and libraries.

Census funding also impacts children and their education. Some of the funding helps to determine
formulas that take a look at population and poverty levels. If census forms are not filled out, schools
could miss out on funding for after school and athletic programs, better classroom technology, college
and career counseling and free and reduced lunch opportunities. Title | Grants, Special Education
Grants, Head Start Funding and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) are also dependent
on census data.

The 2020 Census Count is important — since it only occurs every ten years it can span a majority of a
child’s time in school. Remember all families need to be counted|

Sources: nea.org/census; www.2020census.gov/en/partners(outreach materials);

www.cambridgema.gov/2020census

The Cambridge Public Schools encourages families to become aware of what their child is learning and to support and monitor their child’s education. 03/20



