
Brief List of Resources 
for Families

 
Cambridge Public Schools (CPS)

See the CPS website for updates from  
the Superintendent, public reports,  

budget information, forms and policies, 
school websites and more.

www.cpsd.us
CPS Twitter: @cambridge_cpsd

CPS Facebook: /cps.schools    

Family Resource Center (FRC)
welcome@cpsd.us, 617.349.6551, 

www.cpsd.us/departments/frc 

Cambridge Education Association (CEA)
Professional association and labor 

organization of CPS teachers
http://cambridge.massteacher.org/ 

Cambridge School Volunteers (CSV)
Trains and places 1,000+ volunteers in 
classrooms and school tutoring centers 

every year. To volunteer, call 617.349.6794. 
www.csvinc.org

Groups Working with Students 
Many other organizations work with 

students, including the City’s Community 
Schools and other out-of-school time  

(afterschool and vacation) programs such 
as Tutoring Plus, Community Art Center, 

and programs offered by MIT and Harvard

Find It Cambridge
A new web resource to help you easily 

find the activities, services, and programs 
you are looking for in Cambridge.

www.finditcambridge.com 

Parent-Caregiver Groups 
and Discussion Sites1 

All schools have a School Council, which includes parents, teachers and 
staff. Schools have a website and Facebook page, and many also use 
Twitter or a parent-run listserv/discussion group. Below are a sampling 
of organizations that seek to be a resource for all CPS families. It is not a 
comprehensive list, nor an endorsement of any group. 

Cambridge Parent Advisory Council on Special Education (SE-PAC)
Provides information and advocates on behalf of students with disabilities 
and other special needs: www.cambridgepacse.org   

Parent Advisory Group for Advanced Learning (PAGAL)
Advises administration and School Committee about advanced learning 
issues: http://bit.ly/cps_ace   

Cambridge Advanced Learners Association (CALA) 
The umbrella organization for PAGAL. Supports advanced learners while 
supporting all students:  cambridgeadvanced.org/

Parents for a Global Education Association (PANGEA)
Promotes language immersion and language learning, and the three CPS 
immersion schools/programs: www.pangeacambridge.com 

CPSparents@yahoogroups.com
Parent-led online discussion group for 1,200 + CPS families and interested 
others: https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/cpsparents/info

Cambridge Chapter of Citizens for Public Schools 
Local chapter of Citizens for Public Schools, an advocacy organization  
that promotes “less testing, more learning” and other issues.
www.facebook.com/cambridgecommoncoreparcc.  

Cambridgefamilies@yahoogroups.com 
Resource for family-oriented recommendations, yard sales, events, etc. 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/cambridgefamilies/info 

5-2-1 Committee 
Promotes healthy eating and physical activity and serves as an advisory 
group for wellness and nutrition programs in CPS and beyond. To join or 
learn more: jwendel@challiance.org or kdeandrade@cpsd.us

1The word “parent” refers to any adult family member, guardian, or caretaker,  
including parents and grandparents.
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About the Cambridge School Committee
www.cpsd.us/school_committee

The Cambridge School Committee is a seven-member school board. Six members are elected at large, and the Cambridge Mayor 
serves as Chair. The School Committee determines overall School Department policy and budget, oversees the superintendent, and 
represents the concerns of Cambridge residents.  The School Committee is responsible for broad district initiatives, all policies, and 
matters of governance. Individual school matters should be directed to CPS staff.  

Meetings
All School Committee meetings are open to the public. CPS families and community members help shape policy, define priorities, 
and influence the budget by watching and attending meetings, communicating with the School Committee, and speaking at Public 
Comment. Regular School Committee meetings are held at 6PM on the first and third Tuesdays of September through June, with 
the exception of holidays and school vacation days. Other meetings, such as public hearings, retreats, subcommittee meetings, or 
discussion roundtables are scheduled at other times and are posted in advance on the School Committee page of the CPS website. 

Regular meetings are broadcast live on Channel 99 and re-broadcast on Channel 99 at 6PM on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays; 
and 10AM on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Meetings can be viewed live online at http://bit.ly/cps_99. Agendas, minutes, and 
videos of past meetings are posted on the School Committee page of the CPS website.

Location
The School Committee generally meets in the Dr. Henrietta Attles Meeting Room, which is located inside Cambridge Rindge and 
Latin School (the high school) at 459 Broadway. The entrance is through a door off Broadway marked School Committee and Family 
Resource Center. Next door, the School Committee office is staffed by the Executive Secretary and an assistant, who may be reached 
at 617.349.6620. 

Contact
• To email the entire School Committee on any matters of policy, budget, overall questions, overall district governance or 

administration, or questions: SchoolCom@cpsd.us
• Contact info and bio for each SC member: www.cpsd.us/school_committee/school_committee_members 
• School Committee homepage: www.cpsd.us/school_committee
 
Subcommittees (2016-2018)
• Budget (Committee of the Whole):  

Richard Harding, Kathleen Kelly (Co-Chairs)
• Buildings and Grounds:  

Manikka Bowman (Chair), Alfred Fantini, Patricia Nolan
• School Climate:  

Emily Dexter (Chair), Manikka Bowman, Kathleen Kelly
• Curriculum and Achievement:  

Kathleen Kelly (Chair), Emily Dexter, Richard Harding
• Community Relations:  

Patricia Nolan (Chair), Emily Dexter, Richard Harding
• Governance:  

Alfred Fantini (Chair), Richard Harding, Kathleen Kelly
• Civic Unity:  

Kathleen Kelly (Chair), Manikka Bowman, Richard Harding
• Special Education:  

Kathleen Kelly (Chair), Manikka Bowman, Emily Dexter
• Superintendent Transition Ad Hoc Sub-Committee:  

Manikka Bowman (Chair), Alfred Fantini, Patricia Nolan
• Goals Ad Hoc Sub-Committee:  

Alfred Fantini, Kathleen Kelly, Patricia Nolan (Co-Chairs)
• Contract Negotiations (Committee of the Whole):  

Alfred Fantini, Patty Nolan (Co-Chairs)

Members for Term 
Jan. 1, 2016 – Dec. 31, 2017 (left to right): 

Patty Nolan, Richard Harding, 
Manikka Bowman, Kathleen Kelly, Emily Dexter, 

Fred Fantini, Mayor E. Denise Simmons
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