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CPS Announces Halal Options
for Student Meals

In keeping with our commitment to equity, access and inclusion,
Cambridge Public Schools (CPS) seeks to provide access to a
variety of healthy food options that equitably address the needs
of all students. We are excited to announce that beginning in
February 2020, CPS will offer menu items that include
Halal-certified* chicken to our students.

Informed by families in our Muslim community and advanced
through the efforts of Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui to make meals in
our school kitchens as inclusive as possible, this much-needed
option will serve both a nutritional benefit to students who
cannot rely on a daily packed lunch from home, as well as
promote opportunities for social learning through sharing meals
with classmates. CPS’ Food and Nutrition Services Department
will partner with local vendor Mayflower Poultry to source
certified Halal chicken. The following details are provided to
help families make informed decisions about our new offerings:

e Select chicken recipes from the existing school menu will be
prepared with Halal Certified Chicken from Mayflower
Poultry (sourced from Noor Al-Jabal Foods in Delaware) at
all Elementary and Upper School sites.

e Any menu item that uses the Halal chicken will have an
icon, “HI,” to indicate that it contains Halal ingredients.

e Kitchen staff will ensure that there will be no intermingling
of Halal and commercially sourced chicken in storage and
service. For example, commercially sourced drumsticks will
NOT be served along with Halal drumsticks during the same
meal session.

e Due to infrastructure limitations, Halal chicken will share
refrigeration space with Haram foods.

e Cooking equipment and service items such as spoons, pots
and pans will have to be shared between Halal and Haram
ingredients. Kitchen staff will ensure that all service items
have been washed and sanitized before use with the Halal
ingredients.

We welcome feedback about this expansion of meal options for
our students. Please feel free to share ideas, comments, or
concerns with the Food and Nutrition Department. Your insights
will help us assess the delivery of this exciting option and inform
next steps.

Sincerely,

Mellissa Honeywood, Food & Nutrition Services Director
Kenneth Salim, Superintendent of Schools

*HALAL DIETARY RULES: Halal products are derived from
animals and/or poultry that have been prepared according to

Islamic law, which dictates certain practices primarily pertaining
to butchering methods and preparation.
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CPS Waxay ku Dhawaaqeysaa in Ardayda la Siin
Doono Cuntada Xalaasha

Sida waafagsan ballanka aan gaadnay xagga sinaanta, helitaanka iyo
ka-geybgelinta, Dugsiyada Dadweynaha Cambridge (Cambridge Public
Schools) (CPS) waxay ku hawlan yahiin raadinta helitaanka gorshaha
raashinka caafimaadka u roon ee sida laga siman yahay u raadiya
baahida ardayda. Waxaan ku faraxsanahay in aan ku dhawaagno in
laga bilaabo Febraayo 2020, CPS bixin doonto menuuga digaagga
Xalaasha la hubiyo*.

Wararka laga helay qoysaska bulshadena Musimiinta iyo Duga
Magaaladada Simbul Siddiqui oo ku dadaalay in dhamaan laga
geybgeliyo cuntada dugsiga ilaa inta suurtogalka ah, hindisahaan aad
loogu baahday waxay u adeegi doontaa manaafacaadka nafagada ee
la siiyo ardayda aan isku haleyn karin gadada baakada ee laga soo
gaato guriga, iyo taasi waxay horumanin doontaa fursadaha barashada
bulshonimada bacdamaa taasi suurtogelin doonto in cuntada lala
geybsado asxaabta. Waaxda Adeegyada Raashinka iyo Nafagada CPS
(CPS’ Food and Nutrition Services Department) waxay iskaashi la
samayn doontaa shirkadda deegaanka Digaagga Mayflower (Mayflower
Poultry) si looga helo digaagga Xalaasha la hubiyay. Tafaasiisha soo
socoto waxaa loogu talogalay in lagu kaalmeeyo qoysaska si ay u
gaaraan go'aano xogogaal ah 00 ku saabsan waxa aan bixino:

e Dhamaan goobaha Dugsiga Hoose iyo Sare, habka diyaarinta
digaagga menuuga iminka ka jira dugsiga waxaa lala diyaarin
doonaa Digaagga Halaasha la Hubiyay lagana soo qaado
Mayflower Poultry (Digaagga Mayflower) (asal ahaan laga keeno
Noor Al-Jabal Foods) 0o ku yaal Delaware).

e Shay kasta 00 ku jira menuuga ee isticmaala digaagga Halaaha
waxaa la socda sumadda, "HI,” si loo muujiyo in laga sameyay
cuntada Halaasha

e Shagaalaha jikada waxay hubin doonaan in aan leysku gasin
digaagga Halaasha iyo midda laga soo iibiyo ganacsatada xagga
keydinta iyo adeegga. Tusaale ahaan, lugaha digaagga ee laga soo
iibiyo ganacsatada MA lala bixin doono lugaha digaagga
HALAASHA inta ay socoto lagu dhex jiro kullanka cuntada.

e Bacdamaa ay jiraan waxyaabo soo kooba hawsha awgood,
digaagga Halaasha waxay gaboojiyaha la wadaagi doontaa
raashinka Xaraamka.

o Qalabka kariska iyo maacuunta lagu adeegto sida gaadooyinka,
dhariyada iyo surfiyadaha waxaa wadaagi doono cuntada Halaasha
iyo Xaraaamka. Shagaalaha jikada waxay hubin doonaan in
dhamaan waxyaabaha la adeegsado la dhaqo, la nadiifiyo ka hor
inta aan loo isticmaalin raashinka Halaasha.

Waxaan soo dhaweyneynaa wararka ku saabsan ballaarinta hindisaha
cuntada la siiyo ardaydena. Fadlan ogow in aad xor u tahay in aad
fikradahaada, faaladaada, ama arrimaha aad gabtid, la wadaagtid
Waaxda Raashinka iyo Nafagada (Food and Nutrition Department).
Fikradaha aad soo jeedisid waxay nagu kaalmeyn doonaan in aan
giimeyno gudbinta gorshahaan lagu farxo iyo wararka ku saabsan
talaabadaha xiga.

Mahadsanid,

Mellissa Honeywood
Agaasimaha Adeegyada Raashinka iyo Nafagada

Kenneth Salim, Maamulaha Dugsiyada
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*SHARCIYADA U DAGSAN CUNTADA HALAASHA: Cuntada
Halaasha waxay ka soo jeedaan xoolaha iyo/ama digaagga ee loo
diyaariyay sida sharciga Islaamka gabo, taasoo farta dhaqan gaar ah
00 aasaasiyan la xariira hababka loo fulliyo dilka iyo diyaarinta.
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