
ANNUAL NOTICE REGARDING STUDENTS WHO LEAVE SCHOOL 
 

The Cambridge Public Schools is committed to having students complete their 
elementary and secondary education.  In the event that a student who is sixteen years of 
age or older seeks to leave school, the Cambridge Public Schools adheres to the 
requirements of M.G.L.c. 76, §18 and follows the procedures set forth below: 

 
1. The principal or designee issues a letter to the parent/guardian of the student 

notifying the parent/guardian that the student either (a) has expressed an intention 
of withdrawing from school without an intention of returning, or (b) has had 
fifteen (15) consecutive absences from school and indicating the student’s last 
date of attendance at school. 

 
In order for the school to determine whether the student is withdrawing from 
school without intending to return, the school schedules a meeting with the 
student and his/her parent/guardian for the purpose of discussing the reasons why 
the student wants to leave school and to explore alternative educational and other 
placements for the student prior to him/her formally withdrawing from school.  
The parent/guardian may request that the date and time of this meeting be 
changed provided that the extension of time shall be no longer than fourteen (14) 
days from the date of issuance of the letter by the principal or designee. 

 
2.   After the meeting has been held with the parent/guardian and the student,  

the principal or designee issues a letter to the parent/guardian of the student 
summarizing what was discussed and any decision that was reached at the 
meeting, including but not limited to, whether the student is returning to school, 
pursuing an alternative educational placement, pursuing other support services or 
permanently leaving school. 
 

3. In accordance with the provisions of M.G.L.c. 76, §18, any determination that 
that a student would be permanently leaving school shall not be construed as a 
permanent exclusion of the student if he/she wishes to resume his/her education.  

 
 


