How to Write a Portfolio Letter

Note:  Everything in regular print, you should write exactly as I have written it in your portfolio letter.  Everywhere there are italics you should substitute in your own words, ideas or work—the italics are my directions to you—don’t copy them!

Date

Dear Ms Dorritie:


I have chosen pieces of my work from this term in Physics to demonstrate what ideas and skills I have learned, how I have participated in class and the effort I have put into my work.  This portfolio will serve as my evidence for the grade I am requesting for this term.


To show my Academic Proficiency in Physics this term, I have chosen items that show my understanding of the following essential questions:

1.  How can we describe the motion and the change in motion of an object?


Name one item from class or homework—tab#1, Answer question in your own words
2.  How can a driver reduce the likelihood of a collision? 


Name either the Reaction Time Lab or Braking Distance Lab—tab#2,  

Answer question in your own words 
3.  How can we use Newton’s Laws and Conservation of Momentum to predict the motion of objects during a collision?


Name the Collision Lab—tab#3, Answer question in your own words

4.  How can we use physics to prevent collisions or reduce the risk of injury to a person during a collision?


Name the Driving Safety Advertising Project—tab#4, Answer question in your own words

Overall, I believe that my understanding of the ideas in Physics this term was:

Tell how well you understood the Physics ideas this term.  If there were things you understood REALLY well, tell what you understood about them.  If there were things you didn’t understand, say what they were, and what confused you.  



Another important part of my evidence for Academic Proficiency is Skill Development:

-- Kinematics Quiz, tab #5.  Tell what your kinematics quiz shows about your skills in using equations in physics to describe the motion of objects.

--Choose one Lab Report, tab #__.  Tell what this lab report shows about the skills you have learned in either doing physics experiments, or in writing lab reports.  


My evidence for Academic Accountability is:
--Choose two pieces of evidence that show the pattern in your effort, and describe what they show.

 Names of Items, Tab #__ and __. 

 Tell whether your effort improved, declined or stayed consistent throughout this term.

--Choose one item that shows that you made revisions on your work, and tell how you were able to improve.  Name of Item, Tab #___.

My evidence for Civic/Social Responsibility is:
--Name one item as an example to describe what YOU DID in class—tab #__.

Was your participation in class aimed at bringing out the best in everyone?  

If your participation was not always the best, then give an example of that, too.

--Physics Warmup, Tab #__.   Talk about whether you were on task at the start of class, and got started without the teacher reminding you.  

Overall this term, 

Overall, how do you feel about how you did in Physics this term? What goals will you set for next term?  

What will you do to meet these goals?
The grade I recommend for myself for Term 3 of Physics is ______, based on the evidence I have provided in this portfolio.

Sincerely, Your Signature and Typed Name

Portfolio Term 3 Physics











Name___________________________.

Fill in this sheet with the names of items you will include each section of your portfolio.  

Then, as you write your portfolio letter and assemble your portfolio, use the checklist to make sure you included each item.

	Order of Evidence in letter and portfolio 
	Items to Include:  Fill in the blanks to indicate the names of items you will use
	Checklist—check off when done

	
	
	explained in portfolio cover letter 
	Placed into portfolio with numbered tab

	1.  Portfolio Cover Letter
	Names of items with explanations, overall summary and grade.
	
	

	2.  Academic Proficiency:  Understanding
	1.  

2. Circle your choice:  Reaction Time Lab

or Braking Distance Lab

3. Collisions Lab

4. Driving Safety Advertising Project
	
	

	3. Academic Proficiency:  Skill Development


	1.  Kinematics Quiz

2.  Circle your choice:  Reaction Time Lab

or Braking Distance Lab or Collisions Lab
	
	

	4.  Academic Accountability:  Effort
	1.  

2.  
3.
	
	

	5.  Civic and Social Responsibility:  Class Participation

      
	1. 

2. Warmup Title_____________________
	
	


Mandatory Items (turn in lab notebook with portfolio, don’t tear out lab reports and notes):

Reaction Time Lab Report or Braking Distance Lab Report

Collision Lab Report

Driving Safety Advertising Project

Kinematics Quiz

Optional Items for Portfolio 

  Classwork:  Any notes taken this term!

  Homework:  Any worksheets or packets that you did 

  Extra Credit work

One Written Warmup answer of your choice.  

