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CRLS 
Learning 
Expectations 

Massachusetts 
Standard 

Topic/Theme Key Understandings Assessments/Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WH6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WH13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WH1  
WH2 (D) 
WH3 
WH5 
 
 
 
 

Empires &  Aftermath 
Fall of the Roman Empire 
(Review) 
Rise and achievements of 
the Byzantine Empire 
 
 
 
 
Aztec, Inca and Mayan 
Civilizations in Americas 
(choose one to focus on) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emergence and Early 
Expansion of Islam 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith 

The student will be able to: 
Know and define empire. 
 
Understand how empires develop, 
expand and fail. 
 
Describe the role of geography in 
longevity of an empire. 
 
Compare and analyze the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
belonging to an empire. 
 
Understand how empires are best 
governed. 
 
Explain the relationship between 
empires and technology. 
 
Describe the connection and 
relationship between religion and 
empire building. 
 
 
 
 
The student will be able to: 
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WH6 (A) 
WH7 (A) 
 
 
WH9 
WH30 
WH31 
WH32 
 
WH7(B,C,D,E) 
 
 
 
WH15 
WH17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christianity 
 
 
 
Religious Encounters  
Islam and Christianity  
 
 
 
Development in Medieval 
Europe 
 
 
Indigenous Religions, 
Islam and Christianity in 
Africa  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encounters & 
Exploration 
 

 
Identify the central beliefs and 
practices of the world’s major 
religions. 
 
Understand how faith and identity 
are linked, both personally and 
nationally. 
 
 
Explain the growth and 
development of Islam, Judaism, 
and Christianity. 
 
Explain how religions become a 
political force. 
 
Describe how perceptions of 
religions change through time. 
 
Identify the links of religion to 
trade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The student will be able to: 
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WH4 (B,C,D) 
WH10  
WH11 
WH36 
WH37 
 
 
 
WH18 
WH16 
 
 
 
WH12 
WH13 
WH14 
WH20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WH29 

Trade and Exchange:  
Expansion of Islam to 1500 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Empires of Ghana, Mali 
and Songhay in Africa 
 
 
 
European Expansion and 
the Americas; Columbian 
Exchange 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Toward The Modern 
World 
 
Renaissance 

 
Explain the relationship between 
technology and exploration. 
 
Identify the motives for 
exploration. 
 
Analyze justifications for 
conquest. 
 
Describe the effects of encounters 
on all the parties involved. 
 
Connect the effects of exploration 
to political and social structures 
today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The student will be able to: 
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WH30 
WH31 
WH32 
 
 
 
WH33 
WH34 
 
 
 
WH8 
WH35 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Protestant Reformation 
 
 
 
 
 
Scientific Revolution and 
Modern Thought 
 
 
 
Enlightenment and the Rise 
of Modern Democratic 
Institutions 

Explain the emergence of the 
“modern” world after 1500. 
 
Connect the modern world to 
ancient/classical world. 
 
Describe the relationship of the 
Scientific Revolution to the 
Enlightenment. 
 
Explain the rise of the nation-state. 
  
Understand the role of nationalism 
in the modern world. 
 
Describe the growth of 
individualism in the modern 
world. 
 
Identify types of government. 
 

 


