
Areas of the stage are named from the actor’s point of view. If you are standing on stage looking
out at the audience, stage right will be to your right and stage left to your left. Upstage is towards
the back wall and downstage is closest to the audience. This terminology comes from the days
when stages were raked, or angled down, towards the audience so that everyone standing on the
ground could see (now our theater seating is usually raked instead). The proscenium arch is the
vertical frame around the stage.

Audience

UPSTAGEUPSTAGEUPSTAGEUPSTAGEUPSTAGE

UP RIGHT UP LEFT

CENTER STAGECENTER STAGECENTER STAGECENTER STAGECENTER STAGE

DOWN LEFTDOWN RIGHT
DOWNSTAGEDOWNSTAGEDOWNSTAGEDOWNSTAGEDOWNSTAGE

STAGESTAGESTAGESTAGESTAGE
RIGHTRIGHTRIGHTRIGHTRIGHT

STAGESTAGESTAGESTAGESTAGE
LEFTLEFTLEFTLEFTLEFT

P R O S  C E N I U M   A R C H

Parts of a Stage


