
CAMBRIDGE DYSLEXIA AWARENESS ACTIVITIES

Oct ober  19t h, 1:00pm  - 5:00pm
Cam br idge Rindge and Lat in High School 
459 Broadway, Cam br idge, MA 02138

Keynot e Speaker :  Dr . Barbara Wilson, Aut hor  & 
Co-Founder  of  t he Wilson Reading Syst em ®

 Oct ober  4, 2019 at  6:15pm  (Sunset  Cerem ony)                                                                      
 Light  it  Red at  Cit y Hall                                                                   

 795 Massachuset t s Ave,Cam br idge, MA 02139                                                                 

DYSLEXIA COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR 

DECODING DYSLEXIA MA LIGHT IT RED CEREMONY  

THE ZAKIM BRIDGE

Oct ober  19t h at  6:00pm  (Sunset )                              
Decoding Dyslexia MA                       
Light  It  Red Cerem ony                         
The Zak im  Br idge                                         
Paul Revere Park , Char lest own

Cam br idge Public Schools Dyslexia Awareness 
Classroom  Read Alouds of  The Alphabet  War

(Ask your child's teacher!)
READ ALOUD!

Be on t he look  out  for  
Dyslexia Awareness      

Mont h Displays at  t he 
Cam br idge Public Library 

449 Broadway,        
Cam br idge 02138

Planning Meet ings: Wednesdays, 12:00pm -1:30pm   

If  you are int erest ed in serving on t he event  planning 
subcom m it t ee or  volunt eer ing, please cont act  

zqueen-post ell@cpsd.us or  
sot o.m ercedesm @gm ail.com



The Alphabet War by Diane Burton Robb and Gail Piazza uses metaphors and beautiful 

illustrations to describe what it feels like to be dyslexic. The important message to stress 

when reading this book is that different does not mean worse or bad. As educators, it is 

our job to celebrate divergent thinkers and students with learning differences. This book 

helps to demystify what it feels like to be dyslexic in a traditional classroom setting. As 

with all learning differences, be careful not to identify children with learning differences, 

but celebrate their strengths without singling them out. Make celebrating different 

approaches to problem-solving a regular part of your classroom learning and sharing. 

Source: ?The Alphabet War.? Albert Whitman & Co. (2019). 

https://www.albertwhitman.com/book/the-alphabet-war/

HOW TO TALK ABOUT THE BOOK

- Activate prior knowledge about diversity by exploring the words different, unique, 
similar, and inclusion. 

- Deepen their understanding of what the term diversity means.
- Use oral and listening skills during shared reading of the text, The Alphabet War: A Story 

About Dyslexia: by Diane Burton Robb. 
- Further their knowledge about the term diversity through pre-and post-reading 

activities and whole-class discussions. 

Source: Price, Karla. ?It?s Okay to Be Different.? Read Write Think. 2019. http://bit.ly/2ngpq1M 

1. What do you think the author means by ?Alphabet War?? Why does Adam feel like he is in a 
war? (p. 5)                                                                                                                                                         
2. Why do you think Adam needed to shut out the ?Alphabet War?? How do you think he was 
feeling when he started to daydream? (p. 7)                                                                                                                                                
3. How do you think Adam was feeling when he realized that his friends were so far ahead of 
him in reading? (p. 15)                                                                                                                                                                                     
4. Do you think that people learn differently? Why or why not? Use your personal experiences in 
class and the text to support your idea. (p. 17)                                                                                                                                
5. How did Mr. Chase help Adam feel successful? Share a time that you felt successful in class. 
What made you feel that way? (p. 25)

Source: ?The Alphabet War.? Albert Whitman & Co. (2019). http://bit.ly/2lC8eTP

1. Review Article and short video from the Today Show: https://on.today.com/2napaBi
2. Read the Dyslexia Reverse Poem as a class (see handout)

A. Do you think reading this poem would help students like Adam? In what way? 
B. What message do you hear when you read the poem from top to bottom?
C. How does the message change when we read it from the bottom to the top? 
D. What do you think is the author?s purpose for writing the poem?
E. What can we learn about dyslexia from reading this poem?

3. Try to write your own reverse poem about a challenge you've faced.   

Source: Author of Poem, Unknown;                  Discussion Quest ions: Soto, Mercedes (2019). 

OBJECTIVES

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

https://www.albertwhitman.com/book/the-alphabet-war/
http://bit.ly/2ngpq1M  
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