
S C H O O L  C O M M I T T E E 
 

(Official Report) 
 
 
Regular Meeting         Tuesday, December 7, 2010 
 
 
Called for 6:00 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue. 
 
Members Present:  Mr. Fantini, Mr. Harding, Mr. McGovern, Ms. Nolan, Ms. Tauber, Ms. Turkel,   
  Mayor Maher 
 
Mayor Maher in the Chair 
 
Also present:  Student Representatives Abigail Cohen and Lucy Flamm   
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Fantini, seconded by Mr. McGovern, it was voted to suspend the Rules to bring 
forward Agenda items #10-205 through #10-210.  Mr. McGovern removed #10-205 through #10-207.   
Ms. Tauber removed #10-208.  On a motion by Mr. Fantini, on the following roll call, the remaining items 
were adopted:  Mr. Fantini YEA, Mr. Harding YEA, Mr. McGovern YEA, Ms. Nolan YEA, Ms. Tauber YEA, 
Ms. Turkel YEA, Mayor Maher YEA. 
 
#10-209, Approval of Revisions to the Cambridge Public Schools Physical Restraint Policy:  that 
the School Committee approve the revisions to the Physical Restraint Policy for the Cambridge Public 
Schools as detailed in the document (second reading).  
 
#10-210, Approval of Revisions to the Cambridge Public Schools Career and Technology 
Education Policy:  that the School Committee approve the revisions to the Career and Technical 
Education Policy for the Cambridge Public Schools as detailed in the document (second reading).  
 
On a motion by Mr. Fantini, seconded by Mr. Harding, it was voted to suspend the Rules to bring 
forward items #10-211 through #10-213.  Ms. Nolan removed #10-213.  Ms. Turkel removed #10-211.  
On a motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Mr. McGovern, it was voted to adopt #10-212, Motion by  
Ms. Nolan that whereas the importance of head and other sports injuries has been recognized 
nationally, and in our district, and whereas Cambridge has instituted a number of programs to ensure 
the safety of athletes, and whereas it is important for the community to know our district's records, now 
therefore be it ordered that the Superintendent report to the School Committee by March 1 on all injuries 
over the last year requiring any medical intervention, by team, and further that the report include 
comparative data from other districts and/or the State. 
 
The Chair returned to the Agenda and entertained public comment.   
 
1. Public Comment 

 
There was no comment on the Public Hearing for the District’s Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan.  
 
The following individuals were heard regarding the Chinese immersion program: 
 

• Elizabeth Hill, Richdale Ave. 
• Siân Liu, Harvard Street 
• Jackie Mow, Highland Ave. 
• Maria Balinska, Mt. Auburn Street 
• Julian Chang, Mead Street 
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• Ida Irebe, Pleasant Street 
• Paul Calamia, Putnam Avenue 
• Regina Cheung, James Way 
• Vineeta Vijayaroghavan, Concord Avenue  
• Charles L. Stead, Putnam Avenue, condition of King School building 
• Abigail Lewis-Bowen, Thorndike Street 
• Jin Chen Cooper, Bryant Street 
• Pedro Mateo, Homer avenue 
• Wenhao Tien, Thorndike Street  

 
On a motion by Ms. Turkel, seconded by Ms. Nolan, it was voted to close public comment. 
 
The Superintendent was asked to speak to the proposed Chinese immersion program.  The 
Superintendent said that given the timing of kindergarten registration and research into teaching Chinese 
that, after the presentation, he is going to ask the Committee to approve the program.  Mr. Fantini moved 
that, on behalf of the entire Committee, the School Committee approve the adoption of a Chinese 
immersion program at the Martin Luther King, Jr. School to begin at the start of school in September 
2011; and, further, that when funding runs out that the program be supported by school funds.  
Discussion took place around whether the Committee would be approving the grant or the program, and 
whether a recommendation to approve the program should come from the Superintendent rather than an 
individual Member.  It was pointed out that the grant was approved in August and those Minutes were 
placed on the Calendar pending further information.  The Superintendent said that tonight’s presentation 
is to answer the questions raised in the August 3 Minutes.  On a motion by Mr. Fantini, seconded by  
Ms. Tauber, it was voted that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 3, 2010 be removed from the 
Calendar and accepted as presented.  The Superintendent recommended that the School Committee 
approve the implementation of a Chinese Immersion Program at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. School 
starting in September, 2011.  On a motion by Mr. Fantini, on the following roll call, it was voted to adopt 
the foregoing recommendation:  Mr. Fantini YEA, Mr. Harding YEA, Mr. McGovern YEA, Ms. Nolan YEA, 
Ms. Tauber YEA, Ms. Turkel YEA, Mayor Maher YEA.  Ms. Tauber moved, seconded by Mr. Fantini, for 
suspension of the Rules for the purpose of moving reconsideration of the foregoing vote.  The Rules 
having been suspended, a motion to reconsider the foregoing vote, hoping the same would not prevail, 
failed of adoption.  On a motion by Ms. Turkel, seconded by Ms. Nolan, it was voted to suspend the 
Rules to waive the second reading of the foregoing recommendation. 
 
2.  Student School Committee Report 
  
Members congratulated Abbie Cohen on receiving a “Good Citizen Award”.  Ms. Cohen was heard and 
thanked the Members.  Lucy Flamm reported that the high school had a successful Pride Day and the 
first home basketball game will be December 20. 
 
3.  Presentation of the Records for Approval:   None 

 
4.  Reconsideration of Votes Taken at Previous Meeting:   None 

 
5.  Unfinished Business/Calendar 
 
6.  Superintendent’s Report/Presentations/Consent Agenda 
 
The Chair turned the meeting over to Superintendent Young for a presentation by Gerald Yung, MLK, Jr. 
School Principal.  Principal Yung explained the process and benefits of the $1.5 million FLAP 
competitive grant to have a Chinese immersion and non-immersion program.  Mr. Yung, King School 
staff and parents responded to Members’ questions, comments and concerns: 
 

• Why was a program chosen that ends at 3rd grade – it does not make sense educationally 
• Start with a minimum of two classrooms not a single grade cohort 
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• Look at how the school will be balanced by socioeconomic, immersion and non-immersion 
• Let every family registering for kindergarten know of this option and of the Ola program 
• What is being implemented with this grant and how will the program be sustained when the 

grant runs out 
• Extend the program through 8th grade 
• Celebrate and applaud the imaginative and innovative decision 
• Does this grant limit us in the future 
• Inform the School Committee earlier rather than later if there are other grants of this nature 
• Introduce this program to the larger community – SC should watch this closely 
• This is a good night for Cambridge and the King School 

 
Members thanked the Superintendent, Principal Yung and staff for the presentation.  The Superintendent 
was asked to come back with answers to some of the expressed concerns prior to opening the program. 
 
The Superintendent gave an update on the timeline and next phase of the strategic planning process.  
Team reports will be submitted December 17 and he will consolidate them into one plan to be submitted 
to the School Committee February 1 (changed from January 8) to allow time to hear from communities 
whose voices have not been heard.  There will be town hall meetings in East and West Cambridge, a 
public hearing on February 15 and a School Committee vote on March 1.  Discussion took place around 
communication and issues that overlap between Teams.  The Chair thanked the Superintendent for the 
update. 
 
7.  School Committee Agenda (Policy Matters/Notifications/Requests for Information) 
 
On a motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Mr. McGovern, it was voted to suspend the Rules to bring 
forward #10-211, Motion by Mr. Harding that the School Committee appoint Patricia A. Berry Acting 
Executive Secretary to the School Committee, effective January 17, 2011.  Discussion took place around 
setting a plan to look at the needs of the office, getting Ms. Berry help and insuring continuity.  On a 
motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Ms. Nolan, on the following roll call, it was voted to adopt the 
foregoing motion:  Mr. Fantini ABSENT, Mr. Harding YEA, Mr. McGovern YEA, Ms. Nolan YEA,  
Ms. Tauber YEA, Ms. Turkel YEA, Mayor Maher YEA.   
 
Mr. McGovern, Vice Chair, in the Chair. 
 
8.  Non-Consent Agenda 
 
Discussion took place around expulsion and zero tolerance.  It was suggested that the School Climate 
subcommittee and/or a task force look at these issues.  It was also suggested that a roundtable be held 
in the spring, including students. The Superintendent was heard.  On a motion by Mr. Harding, 
seconded by Ms. Turkel, it was voted to refer to a second reading #10-205, Approval of Bullying 
Prevention and Intervention Plan:  that the School Committee approve the Bullying Prevention and 
Intervention Plan as detailed in the document (first reading); and #10-206, Approval of Modifications 
to Anti-Bullying Policy:  that the School Committee approve the modifications to the Anti-Bullying 
Policy as detailed in the document (first reading); and #10-207, Approval of Modifications to Rights 
and Responsibilities Handbook:  that the School Committee approve the modifications to the Rights 
and Responsibilities Handbook as detailed in the document (first reading).  
 
Ms. Turkel moved an amendment in the Description to strike “(which would currently only apply to the 
Amigos School)” and add “or programs”.  Ms. Tauber moved an amendment to remove proximity 
preference from the Tobin Montessori.  On a motion by Ms. Tauber, seconded by Ms. Turkel, on the 
following roll call, it was voted to adopt Ms. Turkel’s motion to strike “(which would currently only apply to 
the Amigos School)” and add “or programs”:  Mr. Fantini ABSENT, Mr. Harding YEA, Mr. McGovern YEA, 
Ms. Nolan YEA,  
Ms. Tauber NAY, Ms. Turkel YEA, Mayor Maher YEA.  On a motion by Ms. Tauber, seconded by  
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Ms. Turkel, on the following roll call, it was voted to adopt, as amended,  #10-208, Approval of 
Amendment to the Controlled Choice Policy:  that no proximity preference be given for the Tobin 
Montessori School which starts with students attending at age 3; and, for SY2011/2012, no proximity 
preference be given for bilingual immersion schools or programs which would currently apply to the 
Amigos School, the King Open School Olá program and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. School Chinese 
Immersion Program:  Mr. Fantini ABSENT, Mr. Harding YEA, Mr. McGovern YEA, Ms. Nolan YEA,  
Ms. Tauber YEA, Ms. Turkel YEA, Mayor Maher YEA. 
 
Discussion took place around the Guidelines and their relevance to the Goals.  On a motion by  
Ms. Nolan, seconded by Ms. Turkel, it was voted to suspend the Rules to extend the meeting 10 minutes.  
The Superintendent said that the Guidelines should give a sense of what the Committee wants him to 
focus on.  Ms. Turkel moved an amendment, seconded by Ms. Nolan, to remove the language regarding 
what subjects will be reviewed.  On a motion by M. Turkel, seconded by Ms. Nolan, it was voted to adopt, 
as amended, #10-213, FY2012 Cambridge School Committee Budget Guidelines Draft. 
 
9.  Resolutions (letters of congratulations, letters of condolence):  None 

 
10.  Announcements:  None 
 
11.  Late Orders:  None 
 
On a motion by Ms. Nolan, seconded by Ms. Turkel, it was voted to adjourn (10:08 p.m.). 
 

Adjourned 
Marilyn Y. Bradshaw 

Executive Secretary to the School Committee 
 


