
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
 

(Official Report) 
 
 

Regular Meeting        December 17, 2013 
 
 
Called for 6:00 PM in the Dr. Henrietta S. Attles Meeting Room, Cambridge Rindge and Latin School,  
459 Broadway, Cambridge for the purpose of discussing any business that may properly come before the 
Committee.  
 
Members Present: Mr. Fantini, Mr. Harding, Mr. McGovern, Ms. Nolan, Mr. Osborne, Ms. Turkel, 
 Mayor Davis 
 
Also Present: Student School Committee Members Emily Gray and Lucy Sternbach 
 
Mayor Davis in the Chair 
 
A quorum of the School Committee being present, the Chair called the meeting to order at 6:09 PM. 
 
1. Public Comment: 
 
The following individuals were heard:  
 

• Connie Chow,  Science Club for Girls, re Ada Lovelace 
• Matt Nelson, Mayor's Chief of Staff, re Ada Lovelace 

 
On a motion by Ms. Turkel, seconded by Mr. McGovern, it was voted to suspend the Rules to bring 
forward item #13-211, Motion by Mayor Davis that the School Committee go on record 
by commemorating the birthday of Ada Lovelace by celebrating women/girls in computer 
science.  Born December 10, 1815, Ms. Lovelace is known as the world's first programmer. 

 
The Rules having been suspended for the reason stated, it was voted to bring forward #13-211. 
Mayor Davis was heard in support of her motion.  Ms. Turkel moved the order unanimously. 
 
The Chair returned to the regular order of business. 
 

• Emily Dexter, Fenno Street, re Innovation Agenda 
 
On a motion by Ms. Nolan, it was voted to suspend the Rules to allow Ms. Dexter to finish her comments. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Ms. Nolan, it was voted to close public comment. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Fantini, seconded by Mr. McGovern, it was voted to suspend the Rules for the 
purpose of a presentation.  The Rules having been suspended for the purpose stated, Mr. Fantini 
addressed the Committee in reference to the Members leaving at the end of the current term. 
 
Presentations were made to Mayor Davis, Mr. McGovern, and Ms. Turkel.  The Members and the 
Superintendent thanked each of the out-going Members for their time and dedication to the students of 
Cambridge and to the community. 
 
The Chair returned to the regular order of business. 
 
2. Student School Committee Report: 
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Ms. Sternbach and Ms. Gray reported on the following:    A survey on world language is being signed by 
the students; Monday there was holding security due to bomb threat at Harvard; two CRLS girls have 
been accepted to MIT; Ragtime was amazing; everyone in it is happy with the results; 8th grade tours are 
happening at Rindge for middle school students; parents/guardians can call CRLS to arrange to have 
their middle school student shadow an upper classman.   
 
3. Presentation of the Records for Approval:  None 
 
4. Reconsideration of Votes Taken at Previous Meetings:  None 
 
5. Awaiting Reports: 
 

 Report by spring 2013 on high school resource room, as recommended by WestEd 
review of special education services (C12-016)(April 3, 2012) 

 Report by fall 2013 on AP program at CRLS (C13-133)(June 4, 2013) 

6. Unfinished Business/Calendar 
 
On a motion by Mr. Fantini, seconded by Ms. Turkel, it was voted to bring forward Unfinished Business 
for discussion: 
 
On the following roll call, it was voted to remove from the Calendar and to adopt #13-201, 
Superintendent's Recommendation-Approval of Revisions to Anti-Bullying Policy (second reading):  
Ms. Turkel YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. Nolan YEA; Mr. Osborne 
YEA; Mayor Davis YEA. 
 
On the following roll call, it was voted to remove from the Calendar and to adopt #13-203, 
Superintendent's Recommendation-Contract Award, PJ Systems d/b/a HiQ Computers: Ms. Turkel 
YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. Nolan YEA; Mr. Osborne YEA; Mayor 
Davis YEA. 
   
On the following roll call, it was voted to remove from the Calendar and to adopt #13-189, Motion from 
the Building and Grounds Sub-Committee, The Cambridge Public Schools holds that both the viewing 
and/or in other ways experiencing art and the making of art are vital parts of a well-rounded education.  
The Cambridge Public Schools values the display of various types of art created by students, faculty, 
professional artists and other members of the community throughout its facilities.  For the purposes of this 
policy, art will be defined as fitting into one of the four categories, with the following policies governing 
placement (second reading) (as amended):  
 
Policy on artwork in school buildings 
 
The Cambridge Public Schools holds that both the viewing and/or in other ways experiencing art and the 
making of art are vital parts of a well-rounded education.  The Cambridge Public Schools values the 
display of various types of art created by students, faculty, professional artists and other members of the 
community throughout its facilities.  Artwork in school buildings should be displayed in conformity with fire 
department regulations. For the purposes of this policy, art will be defined as fitting into one of the four 
categories, with the following policies governing placement. 
 
1) Temporary Art 
The majority of art in schools is Temporary Art made by students, with the help of faculty, parents and/or 
other school volunteers and sometimes with visiting professional artists.  In addition to student work, for 
the purposes of this policy, all art not approved as Long Term Art using the process below, will be 
considered temporary art.  Temporary Art may be displayed in accordance with school guidelines in 
classrooms and throughout the school building.  If Temporary Art is attached to the building or its 
furnishings it must be removable with no damage resulting. The School and the School System will not be 
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responsible for any Temporary Art left in the building at the end of the school year, unless special 
arrangements have been made with the School Principal or Head of School.  Murals painted directly on to 
school surfaces fall into this category and may be painted over between academic years, unless special 
arrangements have been made with the School Principal or Head of School.  
 
2) Long Term Art 
Some art in schools is intended to remain on display for extended periods of time.  This may be art 
created by students, with or without the help of faculty, parents and/or other school volunteers and 
sometimes with visiting professional artists; it may also include art purchased for, or donated to, the 
School or School system.  Long Term Art may only be installed or displayed after successful completion 
of the art acquisition process. 

 
The art acquisition process consists of a written proposal approved by the School Principal or 
Head of School and the Superintendent or his/her designee. 
 
The proposal must include, but is not limited to the following: 
 
a) A description of the value to students of the proposed artwork 
b) The artist(s) names and contact information 
c) The proposed artwork’s dimensions and the materials it will be made of 
d) A description of the intended location and installation methods 
e) The proposed duration of display and the plan, if appropriate for its removal 
f) The cost of the artwork and its installation 
g) A maintenance plan, including a plan for covering the expense of maintenance 

 
Additionally all long term art must be registered in a district-wide art database under the authority of the 
Superintendent or his/her designee. 
 
3) Art designed for newly constructed/renovated schools 
This art is financed by the capital funding for art.  The City’s process for choosing an artist, overseeing the 
design and installation and continued responsibility for maintaining such art is not affected by this policy.  
However, these art pieces should also be registered in the district-wide art database. 
 
4) Art work installed prior to enactment of this policy 
In and on buildings throughout the District many works of art have been installed over the years.  To the 
extent possible, these should be registered in the district-wide art database with as much information as 
is available.  If due to the renovation, rebuilding of a school or if for any other reason a School Principal or 
Head of School wishes to remove or cover an installed artwork the artwork removal process will be used.  
 

Art work removal process: Process for removal or covering of artwork: 
a) Before the art is removed or covered over, a review of the project’s history will be undertaken 

to determine who created the artwork and whether the piece was commissioned and any 
restrictions on use or removal. 

b) In the event of a building renovation or the rebuilding of a school, the School District will 
consult with the City and its architects to determine whether the artwork can be preserved in 
place, moved in whole or in part to a new location in the School or District or be removed. 

c) Whenever artwork needs to be removed, a reasonable attempt will be made to give the artist 
90 days notice. 

d) Removing any public property will follow the State Statutes in disposing of assets. 
e) If the artwork can be removed, without significant damage, the artist will be offered the return 

of the artwork, if the District does not choose to display it.  The District may pay for the cost of 
removal if costs are reasonable, as determined by the District.  The District will not cover the 
cost of transporting the work.   

f) If it is determined by the District to be more practical, an artwork may be covered in such a 
manner that it is preserved and could later be displayed. 
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g) If in the event of a building renovation or the rebuilding of a school, it is determined by the 
District that an artwork cannot be removed without significant damage and it is not practical to 
cover the piece, the District will notify the artist in a timely way.  The artist will be invited to 
document the artwork and discussions will be held to determine options for future use.   

 
 Ms. Turkel YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. Nolan YEA; Mr. Osborne 
YEA; Mayor Davis YEA. 
 
The Members passed over all other unfinished business. 
 
7. Superintendent’s Report/Presentations/Consent Agenda 
 
 7a. Innovation Agenda: 
  
 7b. Consent Agenda: 
 
On a motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Mr. Fantini, it was voted to bring forward the Superintendent's 
agenda for adoption.  On the following roll call, it was voted to adopt the following: 
 
#13-207, Approval of Revisions to Anti-Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan:  that the School 
Committee approve the revisions to the Anti-Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan as detailed in the 
document. 
 
#13-208, Approval of Modification to Rights and Responsibilities Handbook:  that the School 
Committee approve the revisions to the Cambridge Public Schools Rights and Responsibilities Handbook 
as detailed in the document in order to align the language of this document to the language change being 
made to the Anti-Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan. 
 
#13-209, Approval of Field Trip Policy:  that the School Committee approve the amendments to the 
field trip policy as detailed in the document. 
 
#13-210, Contracts for Day and Residential Program Services not Available from the Cambridge 
School Department:  that the School Committee award contracts to the institutions on the list in amounts 
not to exceed the shown rates, having been approved by the Operational Services Division of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget: 
 
 1 student   Hampshire Country School $58,761.90 
 1 student   Bay Cove Human Services 39,652.60 
 2 students $98,414.50 
  
Ms. Turkel YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. Nolan YEA; Mr. Osborne 
YEA; Mayor Davis YEA. 
 
8. School Committee Agenda (Policy Matters/Notifications/Requests for Information):   
 
The following items were placed on the Calendar: 
 

#13-212, Joint motion by Ms. Nolan and Ms. Turkel that the December 2nd, 2013 response to 
School Committee Order #C13-147-Controlled Choice Policy item 2a, be amended to include more 
information on the process for developing the plan for change with a draft process shared with the 
school committee for input and guidance prior to finalization. The process will include how the entire 
community will have input, criteria for choosing the school(s) and how the initiative(s) proposed will 
achieve socio-economic balance. 

 
#13-213, Motion by Ms. Nolan that whereas  research suggests that taking a college level course 
helps prepare students for college, and whereas the District allows students to take classes at local 
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colleges when appropriate, that the policy on students who take college courses be clarified and 
written into the course catalog:  that four classes is a full course load and that at most one of the four 
classes each semester may be at a local college/university/community college, including Harvard 
Extension.  Students, who want to take more than four classes, counting any outside college class 
including Harvard Extension, need to petition their guidance counselor since a balanced student 
workload is encouraged.  Students taking a college class outside the regular school day will work 
with their guidance counselors on assignment during that period, if not at the beginning or end of the 
day.  

 
9. Non-Consent Agenda 
 

10. Resolutions:  None 
 

11.  Announcements:  None 
 

12.  Late Orders:  None 
 
On the following roll call, it was voted to adjourn:  Ms. Turkel PRESENT; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding 
YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. Nolan NAY; Mr. Osborne YEA; Mayor Davis YEA. 
 
Patricia A. Berry 
Executive Secretary to the School Committee 

 


