
S C H O O L  C O M M I T T E E 
 

(Official Report) 
 
 

Regular Meeting         June 7, 2011 
 
 
Called for 6:00 PM in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue. 
 
Members Present: Mr. Fantini, Mr. Harding, Mr. McGovern, Ms. Nolan, Ms. Tauber, Ms. Turkel, 
 Mayor Maher 
 
Mayor Maher in the Chair.  
 
A quorum of the School Committee being present, the Chair called the meeting to order at 6:07 PM. 
 
The Chair informed the audience that as part of the annual review of the Superintendent, the public is 
invited to speak on the subject.  Also, there will be another opportunity to speak at the June 21 Regular 
Meeting.  Mayor Maher also said that the June 21 meeting will start at 6:30 due to an elementary school 
graduation at 5:00. 
 
1. Public Comment 
 
The following individuals were heard re the Superintendent’s evaluation: 
 

• Rick Henry, Fenno Street 
• Heidi Sokol, Suffolk Street 
• Kimberly Mancine, Pearl Street 
• Bob Hurlbut, Sparks Street  
• Terry McKay, Brookline Street 

 
On a motion by Mr. McGovern, seconded by Ms. Tauber, it was voted to close public comment. 
 
2. Student School Committee Report:  None 
 
Mr. McGovern asked if the Student School Committee Representatives are going to receive any 
recognition for their hard work on the Committee.  The Chair responded that they will receive plaques; 
however, neither was available to attend tonight’s meeting. 
 
3. Presentation of the Records for Approval:  None 
 
4. Reconsideration of Votes Taken at Previous Meetings:   
 
Having filed the proper notice as required by the Rules, Ms. Nolan moved reconsideration of the vote 
taken at the May 17, 2011, Regular Meeting that placed on file the following motions:   
 
#11-70, Joint motion by Ms. Nolan and Mr. Harding that whereas taking advanced classes has been cited 
as a predictor of college readiness and whereas the District is consciously working to increase enrollment 
in AP classes especially for under-represented groups, and whereas taking an AP exam is important to 
assessing readiness, and whereas many AP students do not take the AP exam, now therefore the policy 
is that all students in AP classes be required to take the AP exam unless a compelling educational reason 
is made for not taking it and further that the district will cover the cost of all AP exams for all students, so 
that cost is not a deterrent for any student.  
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#11-71, Joint motion by Ms. Nolan and Mr. Harding that whereas summer learning loss is emerging as a 
key reason for the continuance and widening of the Achievement Gap and whereas the State’s extended 
learning initiative has explicitly called for a re-examination of the school year and whereas some of the 
most promising initiatives in CPS have been effective summer programs, and whereas the Innovation 
Agenda calls for a re-examination of middle school programming, now therefore be it ordered that as part 
of the Innovation Agenda planning, the Superintendent be directed to explore extending the school year 
with a program of summer extended learning time for all students starting with the middle grades. Further, 
that the District work with the Harvard Summer Academy, the Crimson Academy, Breakthrough 
Cambridge, Compass and other partners engaged in summer learning to identify possible avenues for 
developing a model district-wide program of summer learning mandatory for all students.  

    
#11-72, Motion by Ms. Nolan that whereas physical activity is important to learning, and whereas sports 
are an important part of CPS educational offerings, and whereas Cambridge has been fortunate in 
supporting a policy of no fees for sports, and whereas some teams require more funding than others, now 
therefore the School Committee requests a report by the summer meeting on the budget for each sport at 
CRLS, including all district funding, and what is required to adequately fund each sport, and how each 
team meets the funding requirements if district funding is less than optimal.  
Further that the Friends of Cambridge Athletics be consulted in the review and the coaches of each team. 
Further that the report include information on other Massachusetts public school district expenditures. 
  
#11-73, Motion by Ms. Tauber that given one of the Innovation Agenda six components 
includes expansion of out-of-school time opportunities and the City Council and School Committee 
endorsed the goal "to ensure broad participation of Cambridge middle school youth in quality out-of-
school-time experiences that foster both their present and future learning and life success” based on the 
work of the Mayor's Blue Ribbon Commission on Middle School Youth, the School Committee requests 
that the Superintendent work with the Assistant City Manager and appropriate staff within Human 
Services and other community partners to continue their collaboration in implementing the plans outlined 
in both the Shared Youth Shared Strategies report and the Innovation Agenda. 
 
On the following roll call, the vote for reconsideration failed of adoption:  Mr. Fantini NAY; Mr. Harding 
YEA; Mr. McGovern NAY, Ms. Nolan YEA; Ms. Tauber NAY; Ms. Turkel NAY; Mayor Maher NAY. 
 
5. Unfinished Business/Calendar: 
 
Members passed over all Unfinished Business 
 
6. Superintendent’s Report/Presentations/Consent Agenda 
 
Dr. Young recapped the Cambridge Public Schools Annual Report on Goals for 2010-2011 (copy on file 
in the School Committee office).  He noted two corrections in the document:  p. 12, #2 should precede: To 
achieve this goal…, and p 16, change #2 to #3.  The Superintendent thanked the Committee for 
approving the goals and putting challenges before him and his Cabinet.   
 
Members thanked the Superintendent for an impressive report.  Dr. Young and his Cabinet responded to 
the following questions and comments: 
 

• How did you arrive at the incremental projected targets re student achievement 
• We need to put forth targets that will close the Achievement Gap 
• It doesn’t seem that our goals will get us to total proficiency by 2014 
• Do we have teachers that have taken professional development in differentiated instruction 
• There isn’t much language re professional development and bullying 
• Need feedback from teachers 
• How is professional development and bullying being assessed to ensure effectiveness of 

moving forward in our investments 
• It would be good to have an update report on the math curriculum review 
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• Explain to the community what differentiated instruction is, how it works, and why it’s good for 
students 

• What is the follow-up with teachers to ensure they get support to implement differentiated 
instruction 

• How are we using data collected on student performance 
• How do we support teachers re bullying 
• Is there training for parents re bullying 
• Great support and training for new principals 
• 8th grade portfolios are a plus 
• Exciting to see positive things happening at the high school 
• Need to get on board with math curriculum review 
• Would like to see mandated targets presented together 
• Would like a response to SPED report 
• What is date of quarterly report on the Innovation Agenda 
• Need fundamental work re Controlled Choice to come to decisions on the policy 
• Ms. Turkel and Mr. McGovern would like to be part of team that discusses recommendations 

from the JK-8 Educational Task Force re 4-year olds having access to a developmentally 
appropriate educational experience 

• We are doing good things; no need to veer off course 
• May need a round table meeting to discuss differentiated instruction 
• Would like to see alternative ways to test students 
• Parents need to know they are involved in curriculum planning 
• Are we going to get a facilities report and budget before the end of the school year 
• Looking for higher achievement 
• School Improvement Plan should be used to accomplish the needs of the school 
• Liked collaboration between CRLS and the Work Force 
• All schools should be welcoming 
• Where is the accountability when a child fails 
• Would like to see principals stay in schools during school day 
• Would like to see the report on our website as soon as possible 
• Impressed with the quality of instruction in classrooms 
• Listen to the concerns of the Community Engagement Team 

 
The Chair entertained a motion to place the report on the web.  Mr. McGovern moved, seconded by the 
entire Committee, to accept Superintendent’s Annual Report on Goals for 2010-2012 as presented and 
have it placed on the web. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
On a motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Ms. Tauber, it was voted to bring forward the Superintendent’s 
Consent Agenda items #11-79-#11-88.  The Chair removed #11-79.  Mr. Harding moved the adoption of 
the remaining items.  Ms. Nolan removed #11-80.  On the following roll call vote, the following items were 
adopted:  Ms. Tauber YEA; Ms. Turkel YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. 
Nolan YEA; Mayor Maher YEA: 
 
#11-81, Approval of Cambridge Public Schools Intellectual Property/Copyright Policy:  that the 
School Committee approve the Cambridge Public Schools Intellectual Property/Copyright Policy as 
detailed in the document (Second Reading). 
 
#11-82, Contract for Day Program Services not available from the Cambridge Public Schools:  that 
the School Committee award a contract to the institution listed in amount not to exceed the shown rates, 
having been approved by the Operational Services Division of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or 
Educational Collaborative Board of Directors, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget: 
 
 1 student Clearway School, 61 Chestnut St., West Newton $27,828.08 
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 1 student  $27,828.08 

#11-83, Contract Award:  that the School Committee award a contract to the following vendor for 
Professional Development Workshops, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget, Chapter 30B 
of the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts having been complied with: 
 

 Origins, 3805 Grand Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN, for the period July 1, 2011 to July 31, 2011, in 
the  amount of $31,125.00. 

 
#11-82, Contract for Day Program Services not available from the Cambridge Public Schools:  that 
the School Committee award a contract to the institution listed in amount not to exceed the shown rates, 
having been approved by the Operational Services Division of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or 
Educational Collaborative Board of Directors, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget: 
 
 1 student Clearway School, 61 Chestnut St., West Newton $27,828.08 

 1 student  $27,828.08  

#11-83, Contract Award:  that the School Committee award a contract to the following vendor for 
Professional Development Workshops, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget, Chapter 30B 
of the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts having been complied with: 
 

 Origins, 3805 Grand Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN, for the period July 1, 2011 to July 31, 2011, in 
the  amount of $31,125.00. 

 
#11-84, Contract Award:  that the School Committee award a contract to the following vendor for 
computer software and support services, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget, Chapter 
30B of the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts having been complied with: 
 

BeSafe Technologies, Inc., 244 Rolling Hitch Rd., Centerville, for the period June 1, 2011 to 
May 31, 2013, in the amount of $36,904.40. 

 
#11-85, Contract Award:  that the School Committee award a contract to the following vendor for a 
shared storage system, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget, Chapter 30B of the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts having been complied with: 
 

The Camera Company, Inc., 858 Providence Highway, Norwood, for the period June 1, 2011 
to July 31, 2011, in the amount of $37,327.00. 

 
#11-86, Contract Award:  that the School Committee award a contract to the following vendor for a 
motor vehicle; funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget, Chapter 30B of the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts having been complied with: 
 

MHQ Vehicles, 401 Elm St., Marlborough, for the period May 17, 2011 to May 18, 2011, in 
the  amount of $30,994.00. 

  
#11-87, Contract Award:  that the School Committee award a contract to the following vendor for 
classroom furniture and instructional materials, funds to be provided from the General Fund Budget, 
Chapter 30B of the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts having been complied with: 
 

School Specialty, Inc., P.O. Box 1579, Appleton, WI, or the period of July 1, 2011 to 
September 30, 2011, in the amount of $38,000.00. 

 
#11-88, Grant Awards:  that the School Committee accept and approve the grant awards in the amounts 
and for the periods indicated: 
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1. Office of Workforce Development: YMCL ICS Summer 2011, for the period June 6, 2011 

to August 6, 2011, in the amount of $3,500.00, Project/Grant SC11875. 
 Description:  CEATV has received a Mayor's Summer Work and Learning project grant 

to support the Youth Media in Climate Change Science (YM-CliCS) partnership between 
CEATV and UMass Lowell. This partnership has been established through a NASA 
funded project: Climate Change Education: Science, Solutions, and Education in an Age 
of Media.  For middle and high school students, climate change is an issue that has 
always been present in their lives. The YM-CLiCS Summer 2011 project will present 
information on climate concepts that are commonly discussed but not necessarily widely 
understood.  During summer collaborations planned for 2011 and 2012, students from 
both entities will be given the tools to breathe creative visual life into the issue of climate 
change and toward a better understanding of key concepts. The program will be held at 
the Media Arts Studio as a paid work experience with the Mayor's Summer Youth 
Employment Program. 

 CPS Target Population:  YM-CLiCS Summer 2011 will be offered to 14 Cambridge 
students, including 10 rising 9th and 10th graders, with four experienced high school 
media makers serving as mentors. 

 Outcomes & Measures of Effectiveness:  Projects will be shared with Cambridge 
residents and members of the educational community via screenings at CRLS and at the 
Cambridge Science Festival, and on our channels and our website. We will administer 
pre and post questionnaires to assess skill-development, as well as program evaluations 
to help guide future work. The YM-CLiCS project will launch CEATV's Science 
Journalism focus for the 2011-2012 school year. 

 
2. Popplestone Foundation, for the period May 5, 2011 to June 30, 2012, in the amount of 

$133,465.00, Project/Grant SC12695. 
 Description:  This foundation grant supports the salary of a music teacher to continue 

teaching grades K-2 at the Peabody School and Fletcher-Maynard Academy.  Funds will 
also be used to purchase musical instruments and instructional materials. 

  CPS Target Population:  Students in grades K-2 at the Peabody School and Fletcher-
Maynard Academy. 

  Outcomes & Measures of Effectiveness:  Development of music literacy and ability in 
students in the early grades will lead to continued interest in pursuing music and increase 
students' engagement in their school.  Part of the project involves following the progress 
of students through grade 4 and beyond to examine the relationship between the music 
program at the Peabody School and Fletcher-Maynard Academy and the academic 
progress of its students. 

 
7.   School Committee Agenda (Policy Matters/Notifications/Requests for Information):  
 
Discussion took place around #11-89, Joint motion by Ms. Turkel and Ms. Nolan that the 
Superintendent work with the high school administration and the curriculum leaders in relevant 
departments to develop a policy recommendation delineating criteria to be used in deciding which non-
Physical Education courses and which extra curriculum activities can be credited towards fulfilling the 
Physical Education requirements for high school graduation.  And further, that once the policy is adopted 
by the School Committee, that the policy be published in the high school course catalogue with a list of 
courses and extra curricular activities which may be substituted for P.E. credit.  The matter was referred 
to Legal Counsel for a report back to the Committee. 

 
On a motion by Mr. Harding, seconded by Mr. Fantini, it was voted to adopt #11-90, motion by the Ad-
Hoc Committee on the Superintendent Evaluation that the School Committee accept the 
recommended revised Superintendent Evaluation Instrument for the June 21st evaluation of Dr. Young.   
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8. Non-Consent Agenda 
 
Ms. Nolan asked for clarification on where the money is going re #11-80.  Mr. Maloney was heard.  On 
the following roll call, it was voted to adopt #11-80, #11-80, Approval of Year End Transfer to Capital 
Account:  Transfer $1,000.000.00 from the FY11 School Department General Fund Salary and Wage 
Account to the Capital Fund to cover costs associated with the operational phase of the Innovation 
Agenda:  Ms. Tauber YEA; Ms. Turkel YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. 
Nolan YEA; Mayor Maher YEA. 
 
Mr. Fantini moved for suspension of the Rules for the purpose of moving reconsideration of the foregoing 
vote.  The Rules having been suspended, a motion to reconsider the foregoing vote, hoping the same 
would not prevail, failed of adoption. 
 
The Chair brought forward #11-79, Executive Session:  that the Committee convene in Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussing strategy for bargaining.   Mayor Maher read the call of the meeting.  
on the following roll call vote it was voted that the School Committee meet in Executive Session.  With the 
exception of the vote to adjourn, no other votes will be taken.  The Committee will not reconvene in open 
session:  Ms. Tauber YEA; Ms. Turkel YEA; Mr. Fantini YEA; Mr. Harding YEA; Mr. McGovern YEA; Ms. 
Nolan YEA; Mayor Maher YEA. 
  
9. Resolutions (letters of congratulations, letters of condolence) 
 
Mr. Harding moved that the School Committee sends a letter of congratulations to Dr. Chris Saheed, 
retiring principal of CRLS.  Mr. McGovern offered a friendly amendment to Mr. Harding’s motion that 
letters be sent to all principals that are retiring.  Mr. Harding accepted Mr. McGovern’s friendly 
amendment that individual letters of congratulations be sent to all principals retiring in June.  
 
10.  Announcements 
 
Ms. Nolan announced that a presentation of “Race to Nowhere” will be presented on Friday, June 10, 
7:00 PM, in the Fitzgerald Theater. 
 
11.  Late Orders: 
 

Executive Session 
 

Members Present:   Mr. Fantini, Mr. Harding, Mr. McGovern, Ms. Nolan, Ms. Tauber, Ms. Turkel,  
  Mayor Maher. 
 
Mayor Maher in the Chair. 
 
Also present: Jeff Young, Superintendent 
  Carolyn Turk, Deputy Superintendent  
  James Maloney, Chief Operating Officer 
  Barbara Allen, Executive Director of Human Resources 
  Clair Spinner, Chief Financial Officer 
  Aida Ramos, Executive Director of Special Education 
  Maureen MacFarlane, Legal Counsel 
  Lori Likis, Chief of Staff 
  Chris Colbath-Hess, President, CTA 
 
Attorney McFarlane walked the Members through the Summary of Cambridge Teachers Association’s 
Response to May 31, 2011 Off Record Package Proposal of the School Committee.  Discussion took 
place around the document. 
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On a motion by Mr. Fantini, seconded by Ms. Tauber, it was voted to adjourn the meeting (10:05 PM). 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Patricia A. Berry 

Acting Executive Secretary to the School Committee 
 
 


