
From the Office of the Executive Secretary to the School Committee 
 
School Committee - Regular Meeting                                                                      October 1, 2013 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. Public Comment (3 Minutes): 
 
2. Student School Committee Report: 
 
3. Presentation of the records for approval: 
 

• Regular Meeting – September 17, 2013 
 

4. Reconsiderations:  None 
 
5. Awaiting Reports:  List under review 
 
6. Unfinished Business/Calendar: 
 
#13-146, Approval of Criminal Offender Record Information Policies:  that the 
School Committee approve the deletion of Criminal Offender Record Information Policy 
File GCFF from its Policy Manual as detailed in the document as it has been superseded 
by the School Committee's Criminal Offender Record Information Policy File ADDA that 
was approved on December 18, 2012 (second reading). 
(C13-218 ) 
 
#13-148, Approval of Revisions to Anti-Bullying Policy:  that the School Committee 
approve the revisions to the Anti-Bullying Policy as detailed in the document (second 
reading).  
(C13-220) 
 
#13-149, Approval of Revisions to Community Involvement in Decision-Making 
Policies, consolidation of the two Community Involvement in Decision-Making Policies in 
the School Committee's Policy Manual into a single policy as detailed in the document 
(second reading).  
(C13-221) 
 
#13-150, Approval of Revisions to Administration Goals Policy and Administrative 
Goals and Objectives Policy:  that the School Committee approve the revisions and 
consolidation of the Administration Goals and Administrative Goals and Objectives Policy 
to a single Administrative Goals Policy as detailed in the document (second reading).  
(C13-222) 
 
#13-151, Approval of Revisions to Selection Policy for School Library Media Center 
Collections:  that the School Committee approve the revisions of the Selection Policy for 
School Library Media Center Collections as detailed in the document (second reading as 
amended).  
(C13-223) 
 
#13-152, Approval of Surveillance Camera Policy:  that the School Committee 
approve the Surveillance Camera Policy as detailed in the document (second reading).  
(C13-224) 
 
#13-153, Approval of Revisions to Wellness Policy, Nutrition Policy and Vending 
Policy:  that the School Committee approve the revisions to the Wellness Policy, 
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Nutrition Policy and Vending Policy as detailed in the document (second reading).  
(C13-225) 
 
Motion by Mr. Fantini that the School Committee enter Executive Session for the 
purpose of an update on contract negotiations as an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the collective bargaining positions of the School Committee. 
(C13-232) 
 
Motion by Ms. Turkel that the following be added to the Controlled Choice Policy: 
Starting at the fourth grade level students that are tested as program language dominant 
or bilingual may be admitted to immersion programs without consideration of SES 
balance; if multiple such children apply those meeting SES balance criteria will be 
prioritized. (second reading) 
 
Rationale: Students that are English dominant are not admitted to immersion programs 
after third grade, this combined with attrition can result in very low class sizes. When 
admission to a school or program has more than one factor involved it becomes very 
hard to place children. Admissions to all other schools/programs use only one factor, 
SES balance. Using language as the primary admission factor after third grade for 
immersion programs will help maintain class size. It will also give families with children 
that speak the program language an opportunity to learn in both their home language 
and in English and offer students that might otherwise be placed in ESL classrooms a 
choice. 
(C13-233) 
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That the Field Trip Policy be amended as indicated below.  And further, that policy  
guidelines, amended to reflect how this change will be implemented, be in place for the 
2013/14 school year. 

FIELD TRIP POLICY 
 
The Cambridge School Committee recognizes that first-hand experiences provided by 
field trips and school-sponsored trips are a most effective and worthwhile means of 
learning; therefore, the Cambridge School Committee encourages that field trips and 
school-sponsored trips of significant educational value, which are related to the total 
school program and curriculum, be encouraged under guidelines established by the 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 
The guidelines established by the Superintendent of Schools shall address the process 
for screening, evaluating and approving field trips and school-sponsored trips in order to 
ensure that all reasonable steps are taken for the safety of the participants.  Additionally, 
the guidelines should require the prior approval of all field trips or school-sponsored trips 
by the principal/head of upper school, and the prior approval by the Superintendent of 
Schools and/or his/her designee of all overnight and out-of-state or out-of-country trips.  
Furthermore, the guidelines shall establish procedures to assure that: (i) all students 
have parental/guardian permission for trips; (ii) all trips are properly supervised, (iii) all 
safety precautions are observed, (iv) all student files have been reviewed to determine if 
any accommodations or modifications are required in order for a student to participate in 
and access any field trip or school-sponsored trip; and (v) all trips contribute substantially 
to the educational program.  Moreover, these administrative guidelines will be reviewed 
annually by an administrative working group consisting of the Superintendent, Deputy 
Superintendent, Chief Operating Officer, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services 
and several principals/heads of upper schools, assistant principals and deans from the 
elementary, upper schools and high school and shall be updated as necessary.  Field 
trips and school-sponsored trips shall not require approval of the Cambridge School 
Committee. 
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Approval of all field trips and school-sponsored trips shall be conditional.  Approval for 
any field trip or school-sponsored trip may be revoked if a change in circumstances, 
whether man-made or natural, would warrant cancellation of this field trip or school 
sponsored trip in the interest of the safety of the students and staff of the Cambridge 
Public Schools.   
 
The Cambridge Public Schools and the Cambridge School Committee will not be 
responsible for any financial obligations incurred as a result of the planning of the field 
trip or school sponsored trip, or for any monies that are non-refundable or are otherwise 
lost due to the subsequent cancellation of the field trip or school sponsored trip. 
 
No student shall be denied participation in a field trip or school-sponsored trip because of 
financial inability to pay the fee.  
Each club, team or group is responsible for raising all of the money necessary to fund a 
field trip or school sponsored trip that is being proposed by a group of students.  No 
fundraising or other preparations for a field trip or school sponsored trip should occur 
until the field trip or school sponsored trip has been approved.  No financial support will 
be available from the Cambridge Public School Department or the Cambridge School 
Committee for any overnight, out-of-state or out-of-country travel.   
No student shall be denied participation in a field trip or school-sponsored trip as a 
consequence for previous behavior for which he or she already has been disciplined.  A 
student may only be denied permission to participate in a field trip or school-sponsored 
trip if he/she is currently serving a suspension, expulsion or other form of exclusion from 
school due to violation of any of the student codes of conduct in Rights and 
Responsibilities Handbook and/or school based rules at the time that the field trip is 
scheduled, or if the student has breached a written agreement, student compact or 
student contract between the school and the student regarding his/her behavior that has 
been developed to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the student and his/her 
classmates and/or school staff while participating in the field trip and/or school-sponsored 
trip and the appropriate due process procedures have been followed with respect to the 
determination of this violation and the decision to deny participation in the field trip.  If a 
student is denied permission to participate in a field trip or school-sponsored trip, this 
denial must automatically be reviewed by the school principal/head of upper school and, 
if the student has an individualized education program or a section 504 plan, also by the 
Assistant Superintendent for Student Services.  After completion of such review, if the 
student is still denied permission to participate in a field trip or school-sponsored trip, the 
parent/guardian may immediately appeal such decision in accordance with the provisions 
of section 23 of the Rights and Responsibilities Handbook by filing a written complaint 
with the Superintendent or his/her designee.  Any such appeal shall be heard promptly. 
 
The Cambridge Public School Department and the Cambridge School Committee will not 
be responsible for any expenses incurred as a result of a chaperone’s decision to send a 
student participant home earlier than the scheduled return date due to the student’s 
unacceptable behavior.  Students and their parents/guardians will be held responsible for 
any damage done to hotels, rental properties, real or personal property.  
Parents/guardians must agree to pay for any damages that may be done by their 
son/daughter and/or aid school officials in collecting money necessary to do so. 
 
For all field trips requiring transportation, transportation must be provided by a common 
carrier that is licensed to do business in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is 
licensed for passenger transport by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, or in 
an approved Cambridge Public Schools licensed vehicle or by public transportation, such 
as the MBTA, bus, train or other form of public transportation.  All charter services for 
field trips or school sponsored trips must be provided by a common carrier that is 
licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to provide charter services and is 
licensed for passenger transport by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.  All 
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vendors that provide transportation for field trips or school sponsored trips must provide 
evidence that their driver(s) are licensed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to drive 
the vehicles being used to provide the transportation for the field trips and/or the charter 
services for the field trips.  All transportation vendors also must maintain liability 
insurance with a minimum of $500,000 (five hundred thousand dollars) per occurrence 
for bodily injury.  No transportation vendor shall be used to provide transportation and/or 
charter services for field trips or school sponsored trips if it has a rating of “conditional” or 
“unsatisfactory” issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.  Nothing in 
this field trip policy should be construed to prohibit field trips where students travel by 
means of walking. 
 
Use of privately owned vehicles or leased vans to transport students to and from field 
trips, athletic events or school sponsored trips are strictly prohibited, except in the case 
of a bona fide emergency.  Determination of the existence of a bona fide emergency will 
be made by the Principal and/or Trip Leader if the Principal is not present.  Staff and 
parents/guardians who use their own vehicles risk being legally liable for any injury a 
student sustains while in the vehicle. 
 
Overnight accommodations should be made in advance with safety and security in mind 
and, whenever possible, travel between the hours of midnight and 6:00 a.m. should be 
avoided, trip itineraries should leave enough room for drivers to rest in conformity with 
federal hour-of-service requirements and common sense and take into account the 
likelihood of delays due to weather, traffic and unanticipated factors.  
(first reading) 
 
LEGAL REFS:  M.G.L.c. 71, §37N Massachusetts Department of Education Model 
Policy 
(C13-238) 
 
Motion by Mr. Fantini and Mr. Harding that each of the elementary and middle schools 
be provided with feedback in the form of a written report, provided by an expert 
consultant retained under the Request for Proposal (RFP) process, as to the progress 
each school is making towards meeting the data-driven, high-quality improvement 
strategies as noted in the School Improvement Plans, other guiding documents and other 
indicators as designated by the Superintendent, including parent satisfaction.  

July 30, 2013 

Further, that the Superintendent shall provide copies of each report to the School 
Committee as part of its annual review of the School Improvement Plan as required by 
law.   

 

Further, the Superintendent shall provide analysis of the progress or lack thereof of 
student achievement. 
(C13-183) 

 

 
7. Superintendent’s Report/Presentations/Consent Agenda: 
 
Presentations: Curriculum Review Cycle……………………Dr. Jessica Huizenga, 

                                                                          Assistant Superintendent for 
                                                                          Curriculum & Instruction 
MCAS Report………………………………….Teaching & Learning Team 

 
6a. Innovation Agenda:  
 
6b. Consent Agenda: 

 
#13-163 Recommendation:  Approval of Revisions to Bullying Prevention & Intervention Plan 
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#13-164 Recommendation:  Contracts for Day & Residential Program Services Not Available from 

the Cambridge School Department 
   
#13-165 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  Cambridge Public Health: Nursing Services   
   
#13-166 Recommendation:   Contract Award:  Family Lives:  Nursing Services  
   
#13-167 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  Schools for Children:  Student Transportation Services    
   
#13-168 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  JFY Networks:  Education Services     
 
#13-169 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  Kannon Communications: Software 
  
#13-170 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  Cambridge Economic:  Educational  Services 
   
#13-171 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  Baldor:  Fresh Produce 
   
#13-172 Recommendation:  Contract Award:  Costa Fruit & Produce:  Fresh Produce 
   
#13-173 Recommendation:  Grant Award (1) 
   
8. School Committee Agenda (Policy Matters/Notifications/Requests for Information): 
 
#13-174, Report of the September 10, 2013 Sub-Committee on Buildings and Grounds 
 
#13-175, Report of the September 10, 2013 Sub-Committee on Community Relations 
 
9. Non-Consent Agenda: 
 

10. Resolutions (letters of congratulations, letters of condolence): 
 

11. Announcements: 
 
11. Late Orders: 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 


