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Students at the Haggerty School are encouraged to read at least five books during the summer. 
They should keep track of the books on the attached log.  Students are expected to return this log 
to their classroom teacher in September.  

Please help your child set and achieve a personal reading goal.  This goal can be the same as the 
Cambridge Public Library summer reading goal.  Some examples might be: 

• I will read at least one book a week. 
• I will read all the Percy Jackson books. 
• I will read 6 non-fiction books. 

 
One great way to encourage summer reading is to participate in the Cambridge Public Library’s 
summer reading program, Fizz, Boom, Read!  Grade level sets of books that extend the library’s 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) will be available to check out at Cambridge 
Public Library. 
 
The links below will provide you with additional information and book suggestions. These links 
can also be found in the last Haggerty Holler. 
 
http://www3.cpsd.us/Schools/summer_reading  (Cambridge Public Schools) 
http://www.cambridgema.gov/cpl.aspx  (Cambridge Public Library) 

 
A Note about Summer Reading 

 
Research suggests students should read throughout the summer to prevent summer reading loss.   

The teaching teams at the Haggerty are trying to foster a love for and comfort with books during 
the summer.   Children do not learn to love books by reading books that are too hard for them.  
The best readers see the content of their books as they would a movie, if they are struggling to 
read the words this will not occur.  If your child is struggling with more than five words on a 
page, the book is probably too hard for him/her.   

 

 



Reading: How Families Can Help 
Tips To Help Encourage Reading at Home 

Set a regular reading schedule. 
Reading independently every day builds strong readers. Good runners run. Good 
readers read. Establish a routine with your child that makes this a regular part of 
his or her day. 
 

! Talk with your child about what he or she is reading.  
Ask a few questions like “What is your book about?” or “Who is your favorite 
character and why? or “What would you do if that happened to you?” This lets 
your child know that you care about what they are doing and helps them to think 
about their reading. 
 

! Read aloud to your child. 
Don’t ever consider your child too old to be read to. Here at school, teachers read 
aloud to our students straight through eighth grade. Students of every age cherish 
the literary worlds that adults bring to life with our voices. If you speak a 
language other than English, read to your child in your home language too. Also, 
try reading the newspaper aloud and discuss current events. 
 

! Listen to books on tape as a family. 
 

! Take books along on trips and outings. 
 

! Visit the public library frequently.  
The library is a wonderful, free source of excellent reading materials and supports. 
Librarians are there to help the whole family find interesting books. If your child 
liked a particular book or series, ask the librarian to recommend something 
similar.  
 

! Visit your local bookstore.  
 

! Limit the amount of television, videos, or videogames each day. 
 

! Find a book that was made into a movie and read the book together 
before watching the movie.  
 

! Read yourself.  
Show your child that reading is enjoyable and important for everyone.  


